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Whether the combination of these two elements, both well known to the 
prior art, and their application to the concept of law discloses patentable in- 
vention, the reviewer will leave to philosophers to determine. It certainly 
gives aid and comfort to that school of the common law which believes that 
all the law exists somewhere, so much of it as may be necessary being miracu- 
lously revealed to the court at the moment when it decides the case. This 
belief, which is by no means new in the common law, occasionally receives a 
rude shock when different courts of last resort receive conflicting revelations 
in regard to the same case, as for example in Old Dominion Copper Co. v. Bige- 
low, 203 Mass. 159, and Old Dominion Copper Co. v. Lewisohn, 210 U. S. 206. 
Doubtless this school of the common law will hail the author as an ally and 
a prophet. e. h. a., jr. 



A Treatise on the Law of Income Taxation. By Henry Campbell Black. 
Second Edition. Kansas City, Mo. : Vernon Law Book Company. 1915. 
pp. xxxvii, 865. 

The Income Tax seems to have come to stay and a treatise on this hereto- 
fore transitory statute is a timely addition to legal literature. Any lawyer 
familiar with the Bankruptcy Act realizes how impossible it is to get from the 
material within the four corners of the statute a real grasp on bankruptcy 
law. One who reads the Income Tax law is confronted with a similar diffi- 
culty. Moreover, the present is a particularly auspicious time for the appear- 
ance of a work on income taxes. The field is still a new one and at the same 
time the lapse of two years after the passage of the present statute has given 
opportunity for more mature reflection than is possible when a treatise is 
practically coeval with the legislation itself. This state of affairs justifies the 
appearance of a second edition of Black on Income Taxes. 

The student of economics will find little of interest in this book. It is writ- 
ten simply for the lawyer. The author finds the Income Tax actually on our 
statute books a law which needs interpretation. His purpose is to assist per- 
sons who are confronted with problems of the application of this law, and this 
purpose we think he has fulfilled. The present edition is a marked improve- 
ment upon the first edition of the work. Not only has much of the text been 
rewritten to better advantage in arrangement, but a wealth of new matter 
has been added. The data of the work consist of the present federal statute, 
the extinct federal statutes, the various state statutes, cases under these 
statutes, and the corresponding English, Scotch and Canadian statutes, and 
of rulings of the Treasury Department. A noteworthy feature is the division 
of the original text of the statute into logical and concise sections, an attempt 
by the author to supplement a piece of legislation singularly deficient in group- 
ing and classification. A valuable appendix is attached which embodies, in 
addition to the federal and state statutes, the general federal acts applicable 
to the collection of internal revenue and a table of forms. 

Altogether the work fills a real need of the practicing lawyer in a field where 
certainty is necessary and conjecture dangerous. r. p. p. 
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